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“I believe architects and designers will be increasingly more important for the
future as this planet is in dire need of design and creativity.

More than‘mere technologists, they must also be humanists who feel a sense
of responsibility in their design work, taking into consideration multiple
criteria based on a broader view and a holistic approach, enabling them

to respond to the contemporary needs of society through thoughtful and
responsible architecture”.

Mario Cucinella
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Why become
a sustainability expert?
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Why become a sustainability expert? e

With over half of the world's population residing in urban areas (a number expected to reach
two-thirds by 2050) cities face significant challenges, primarily because they contribute to
over 80% of global GDP and 70% of greenhouse gas emissions.

Designers, architects, and urban planners are called upon to take immediate action to
seek urbanization solutions in line with the 2030 Agenda of Sustainable Development.

Sustainable city design not only benefits the environment, but also health and well-being.
Yet, the gap between ambitious aspirations and tangible results remains significant.

Within this ever-growing need lies and an ever-growing market in search forward-thinking
professionals capable of contributing to global decarbonization. At SOS School of Sustainability,
we aim to shape these professional figures with innovative tools and visionary strategies for
holistic responsible design.

SOS provides a platform that fosters continuous learning, innovation, and career advancement,
always working toward a more sustainable future.



SOS School of Sustainability...

An academy integrating education, research, and practice and combining the study of sustainable
theory with a real project work experience.

A community, a hub for the sharing of visions and knowledge moving toward a more sustainable future.

A nexus for the exchange of ideas and experience between the academic and professional world.

A First Level Professional Master’s Degree in Sustainable Architecture and Design within the top-
ranked MCA firm.

A program focused on the application of sustainable architecture and design, from urban to product
scale, from developing to advanced communities.
The opportunity to work and network with high-level partners such as BMW Group, ARUP, Artemide,

Unipol, Manni Group, Salvatore Ferragamo, IRIS Ceramica, Saib Spa and many others..

Provide the highest quality practice-based experience to the next generation of professionals.
Form sustainability experts and give them the tools and opportunities for professional development.

Develop a culture of responsible and sustainable design methods, processes, and practices.




SOS Approach

We believe the only way to address sustainability and move toward a circular economy
is to rethink the way we address people’s needs and operate within the natural context.

Thanks to our unconventional and unique approach, at SOS we provide the highest quality
practice-based experience and opportunities, training students to work through research on
materials, processes, and advanced technology aided by the experience and resources of Mario
Cucinella Architects (MCA) and our many esteemed partner companies.

To prepare participants to deal with the issues that are emerging globally,, and navigating
innovations, it is necessary to equip them with new cognitive and technical tools, learning
from the past, studying the present and designing for the future.

Through this exercise we strive to reinvent the figures of architects and designers - the next
generation of professionals to tackle the environmental issues of the future and bring about an
ecological transition.



The SOS board

Founder — Mario Cucinella

Founder and creative director of MCA — Mario Cucinella Architects, an architecture and design
firm in Bologna and Milan. In 2015, he created SOS School of Sustainability, to give life to a Future
Factory, a school for the exchange of knowledge in the fields of architecture, construction, design,
and research, bringing together the know-how, competencies, and skills that MCA has acquired over
more than 30 years of professional practice at a global level.

CEO — Giacomo Maniscalco

International Education professional with more than 15 years of experience with top ranking universities
around the world. An expert in creating and managing successful higher education programs in different
fields, he is a strong believer in educational experiences able to bridge the gap between the academic
and professional world. Since 2021, he has held the position of CEO at SOS School of Sustainability
and has been instrumental in defining its program structure and development.

Scientific Board President — Aldo Colonetti

Philosopher, and art, design, and architecture theorist, he was Scientific Director at the Istituto Europeo
Design (IED) from 1985 to 2013. Since 2014 he has been honorary professor at the Politecnico di Milano,
Faculty of Design. He actively collaborates with Corriere della Sera and La Lettura, and ArteDossier; for
years he has been a strategic consultant in the field of industrial design for the most important Italian
companies. In 2021, he joined SOS School of Sustainability as President of the Scientific Board.
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UNINETTUNO University

2

LUINIVERSITA TELEMATICA
INTERNAZIONALE UNINETTUND

With the start of the 2024-25 Academic Year, SOS School of Sustainability, is kicking of a new
partnership with the International Telematic University UNINETTUNO.

Established in 1992, UNINETTUNO is an international leader in online education, and among
the most active ltalian and international academic institutions for the achievement of the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's 2030).

Following the Uninettuno e-learning model based on the evolution and development of
information technology and psycho-pedagogic research, the SOS First Level Master's Degree
will be delivered in an innovative blended format. The structure is aimed at giving our students
the flexibility to manage the workload with the comfort of remote learning while still getting the
crucial practical experience and opportunity to work directly with SOS faculty members and
trusted institutional partners.

Students who succesfully complete the program will be awarded a First Level Specializing
Master’s Degree issued by UNINETTUNO.
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Our students
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At SOS School of Sustainability we welcome applicants
from all over the world!

We are looking for talented and passionate recent graduates
and young professionals in the fields of architecture,
engineering and design. We consider applicants
with diverse backgrounds to form a multidisciplinary
community capable of tackling environmental challenges
through a research-driven, practical and creative approach.

In order to be admitted to the Master's Program in
Sustainable Architecture and Design candidates must have:

+  completed a 3 or 4 year Bachelor's Degree in
Architecture, Engineering or Design*

+ aminimum of a B2.1 Level in English

+  astrong passion, commitment, and ambition
to contribute to the spreading of the culture of
sustainability

*SOS also conditionally accepts applications from students
currently attending the final year of their Bachelor degree.
These students must have completed their degree prior to
the start of the SOS Master's Program.

If you are passionate about sustainability looking to expand your horizons, take the next step

forward in your career and actually make a difference, SOS is for you!

1
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Program overview ey

Program:
Sustainable Architecture and Design

Degree Type:
Level | Professional Master's
(Accrediting body - UNINETTUNO University)

Credits:
60 CFU/ECTS

Language:
English

Duration:
10 months

Format:
blended
(online courses + 4 months on campus)

Start Dates:

2 intakes per year

1st Intake: September 14th 2026
2nd Intake: January 12th 2027




Program structure
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FOUNDATION | .=
COURSES O

Uninettuno e-learning platform

mario
I cucinella
architects

On-campus
within Mario Cucinella Architects Firm

PROJECT
TRACKS

Each year students have to complete five foundation courses

Three or more group projects per year, addressing the fol-
lowing areas of interest

Environmental
Design

Sustainable Materials
and Healthy Products

Foundations of
Sustainability

Jobpd

Digital &
Parametric Design

Design for
Circular Economy

Liveability of Urban Space

Crafting the Future

Space of Care

Space of Knowledge

5141

First Intake: mid-September | mid March
Second Intake: mid January | mid July

First Intake: mid-March | mid July
Second Intake: mid September | mid December
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2026-2027 sample schedule
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FIRST INTAKE

2026

Sep | Oct

Nov

2027

Dec ‘ Jan ‘ Feb ‘ Mar

Apr‘May‘Jun‘Jul

Aug

SECOND INTAKE

2027

Jan‘Feb ‘Mar‘Apr May | Jun | Jul | Aug

Sep ‘ Oct ‘ Nov‘ Dec

Foundations of
Sustainability

Digital &
Parametric
Design

Sustainable
MEIEETS

and Healthy
Products

Il

Design for
Circular
Economy

Winter break

Environmental
Design

T_ |

Project Tracks

Graduation Ceremony

ONLINE
September*
March*

ON CAMPUS
January*
July*

Foundations of
Sustainability

Digital &
Parametric
Design

Sustainable
Materials
and Healthy
Materials

Summer break

Design for
Circular
Economy

Environmental
Design

Project Tracks

Graduation Ceremony

ONLINE
January*
July*

ON CAMPUS
September*
December*

*dates to be confirmed
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Foundation Courses - online sustanabity

The first phase of the academic year is held online on UNINETTUNO's e-learning platform and features our Foundations Courses.
Five courses that tackle the most effective and innovative sustainability practices within the building sector, designed to provide
students with the knowledge and skills to address the challenges of the future with an open-minded, holistic, research-driven and
human-centered approach.

- Foundations of Sustainability by Alessandro Speccher - Educator and Regenerative Inspirator, he is a Professional Engineer,
LEED AP BD+C from 2008, WELL AP, USGBC Faculty, WELL AP, LFA, qualified auditor in accordance with ISO 50001 and
Energy Management Expert

+  Digital & Parametric Design by Giacomo Righi Grimaldi - Building Engineer and Architect, he is an engineer, computational
designer, and BIM specialist working at Mario Cucinella Architects since 2020.

+  Environmental Design by Emanuele Naboni Associate Professor he practices, teaches, researches globally and publishes in
the field of Regenerative Environmental Design, and Design for Climate Change, at different scales.

+  Sustainable Materials and Healthy Products by Alessandro Villa Architect and Designer expert in materials and
finishes his interest focuses on the visual and tactile qualities of surfaces and engaging sensory and perceptual aspects
as well as technologies.

+  Design for Circular Economy by Stefano Giovacchini, Designer and Circular Economy Consultant, his expertise focuses
on sustainable design, reuse of waste, additive manufacturing and creative design processes.

Each course spans a total of 24 hours, distributed between 3 hours of pre-recorded lectures and 21 hours conducted
interactively through live sessions online on the Uninettuno e-learning platform. The Foundation Courses schedule includes
approximately 5 hours of face-to-face lectures per week in the form of video lessons, live virtual classrooms, tutorials, and
discussion forums. In addition to these lectures, students are required to engage in group and/or individual project work, complete
assignments, and undertake research for an in-depth study of the topics covered in class.

15
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Project Tracks - on campus ey

Through the Project Tracks phase, SOS students, divided into small groups, train on real and impactful projects within the top-ranked
Mario Cucinella Architects MCA firm and in collaboration with esteemed SOS institutional partners such as BMW Group, ARUP,
Artemide, Unipol, Manni Group, Salvatore Ferragamo, IRIS Ceramica, Saib Spa and many others:

Through this work, students get to experience the entire life cycle of a project:

+  receiving the brief from the SOS partner company

+  working through the initial phases with SOS faculty, MCA R&D team and the rest of the stakeholders to define a plan of action
«  carry out the research, analysis, and design work

« learn to collaborate actively and efficiently as part of an international team

+  meet regularly with partner companies for progress report presentations

«  prepare report for final project output at the end of the academic year

In keeping with the latest cultural and technological advances, SOS adapts the content and structure of the project tracks in light of
the most innovative trends and developments, the vision and mission of our program and following these concepts macro-categories:

» Liveability of Urban Space
«  Crafting the Future

«  Space of Care

«  Space of Knowledge

16



Student
Activities

Throughout the course of the academic year at SOS, we
organize formative initiatives for our students. Through
these workshops, company site visits, seminars, lectures
and presentations with the most qualified and respected
professional institutions and individuals in sustainability,
we aim to bring our students in direct contact with best
practices and innovative solutions in sustainability.

workshops — short term projects to address a real
business need with partner companies or academic
research developed individually or in groups under the
direction of SOS Faculty members.

company/site visits — opportunity to meet SOS
partners and observe up close the production process
of highly sustainable companies.

seminars/lectures — experts, guest lectures and
industry leaders from different fields and companies
addressing our students to present their work.
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GU eSt IeCtu re Renzo Vitale | Sound Creative Director BMW sustainability
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Installation
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SOS Projects iy

Architecture as a Social Business
3d-printed architecture to tackle the housing crisis
Sustaining human development and the resilience of communities

TECLA

Technology and Clay

was~@ MCA &,

Clustearth
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SOS Projects iy

Post Carbon Architecture

Regenerating the Suburbs

A space for Urban Wellness

et | Unipol

Our Climate is our future
tall buildings at different latitudes

mario
cucinella
architects
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SOS Projects

Circular Economy by Design

Bologna Circular
city Lab

m .
r3direct

Inhabit Sound

Urban Acoustic Sustainability
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Faculty

The SOS School of Sustainability faculty is
made up of a variety of experts from the world
of architecture, design, education, project
management, communication, business and
industry. All members bring different skills
related to sustainability, climate change, de-
carbonization, sustainable development and
circular economy.

These professionals, together with the
students, truly make SOS a community
for innovative, open-minded and solution-
oriented thinking, experimenting with new
design approaches, technologies, and best
practices in regeneration of the environment.



The 1000+ m? headquarters of MCA —Mario Cucinella Architects hosts
the SOS School of Sustainability, fostering collaboration on research and
sustainable design projects.

The space includes the studio’s modeling lab and provides an open, versatile
environment for hands-on laboratory activities, collective group work, and
creative experimentation. Located in the Bolognina neighborhood of Bologna,
it is a lively hub where students can engage closely with professional practice
and real projects.

Step into the heart of Bologna

Step into the heart of Bologna. Bologna is renowned for its rich cultural heritage
and innovative mindset. Home to one of the oldest universities in the world, it
is a center for knowledge, design, and experimentation.

Living in Bologna as a student means immersing yourself in a warm, human-
scale city with a vibrant academic and cultural scene, closely connected to
studios, research centers, and creative communities.

Bologna is socially engaged and committed to sustainability, making it an
inspiring environment where the future of design and architecture takes shape.

school of
sustainability
foundation ETS
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Practical Information sustanabity

Fees & Funding

The total tuition fee for the 2026-2027 Academic Year Master's Program is 14.000€ to be paid in 3 different installments

Application and admissions

The application process is open year-round. Due to the limited number of seats, the selection of qualified applicants is based on
a "first come first served” basis. To apply students have to submit the following documents on the SOS official website :

-Curriculum Vitae

-Design Portfolio

-Motivational Letter

-Bachelor's Degree Diploma or Formal Letter of Current Studies with expected graduation date (for undergraduates)
-Official transcript of exams

After having completed their application, qualified candidates will be contacted for an aptitude interview.

The criteria for acceptance are motivation and academic/professional experience. As the SOS Master's Program is fully English
taught, students are required to have a minimum of a B2.1 Level, that will be evaluated during the aptitude interview with the SOS
Admissions Staff.

Scholarships

Thanks to the support of our partners companies SOS will make available, to qualified selected students, merit based scholarships
to partially offset program tuition fees.

All candidates, upon submitting their application, are automatically considered for a scholarship based on their submitted
material as well as the aptitude interview. Applicants will be evaluated according to academic excellence, professional experience,

and motivation.
33
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Career sustanabiy

What can SOS do for you?

Through the Master’'s Program in Sustainable Architecture and Design, SOS allows students to make great strides in their career in
sustainability:

+  Mastering advanced sustainable design knowledge, principles and practices within the architecture and building sector

«  Defining and delivering value to real projects in a professional context;

+  Analyzing and addressing complex challenges through open-minded thinking for the transformation towards sustainability;

+  Designing for future scenarios and defining strategies for implementing innovative solutions;

+  Applying tools to critically evaluate and optimize environmental performance with an innovative, holistic, human-centered,
and practice-based approach;

«  Work collaboratively with a diverse group of stakeholders in the design process;

+  Improving communication and soft skills through workshops, public presentations and events;

With the conclusion of the Master's Program, students will have acquired the skills necessary to assume leadership roles and
establish themselves as sustainability designers/architects/engineers as well as sustainability consultants, analysts or advisors,
applying sustainable and circular practices within projects, carrying out environmental simulations, selecting materials with a low
environmental impactand well versed in relevant regulations and certifications.

Thanks to SOS's vast and high level professional network and practice based approach, 88% of SOS graduates are hired

by international firms within just two months of completion of the program.
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Students testimonials

Alumni

The student journey within SOS does not finish with the end of the Master's Program. Once graduated, students become part of
our network of SOS alumni, being on one hand ambassadors of sustainability, tasked with spreading their newfound skills and
experience for a better world, and on the other hand having access through our direct channels to job offers, selected events
and lectures, and a solid network of professional within the sector.

\35 '/ /
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NICOLA CAPOZZO
Italy
Parametric Designer at Mario Cucinella Architects

SOS enriched my understanding of sustainability
through targeted courses and a holistic approach to
the subject matter, refining my knowledge and skills
and broadening my perspective on environmental and
social challenges.

The collaboration with BMW Group and Caimi Brevetti
for the realization of an acoustic pavilion, temporarily
installed at ADI Museum, was an experience that
allowed me to put into practice what previously
studied in theory. A valuable opportunity for personal
and professional growth, which opened new doors
and inspired me for the future.

EVANTHIA IERODIAKONOU
Cyprus
Sustanability Consultant Tekser S.r.l

SOS has been a career kick-off for me. The way this
program operates is different from conventional
master's programs. SOS emphasises the importance
of collective effort in achieving design outcomes and
the key is the collaboration between students.

In SOS, the individual student does not exist or thrive
alone as a single entity, and the energy of each
individual is harnessed in a beneficial way through
collaboration. The most crucial skills I've applied
during the master are communication and active
listening, and the most significant realisation is that
today architecture is only viable if it is sustainable.
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Enroll now!

Become a design leader of
the Post Carbon Eral

Take the next step towards a sustainability
based career, apply now and join the Master’s
Program in Sustainable Architecture and Design.

Want to learn more?
Contact our Admissions Office at:

admissions@schoolofsustainability.it

Be part of the change
SOS - Together for a better future!
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Fondazione SOS School of Sustainability ETS
Via Francesco Flora, 6, Bologna, Italia



